Faculty of Dentistry, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Frequency of persistent tooth pain after root canal therapy: a systematic review and meta-analysis.
Results 26 studies that included 5777 teeth with 2996 (51.9%) having follow-up pain information met the inclusion criteria. 168 teeth with pain were identified giving a frequency of 5.3% (95% confidence interval, 3.5%-7.2%, p < 0.001) for persistent all-cause pain. High and statistically significant heterogeneity among studies (I 2 = 80%) was present. In subgroup analysis, prospective studies had a higher pain frequency (7.6%) than retrospectives studies (0.9%). Quality of study reporting was identified as the most influential reason for study heterogeneity.
Conclusions The frequency of all-cause persistent pain after endodontic procedures was estimated to be 5.3%, with higher report quality studies suggesting >7%. Questions: What is the frequency of tooth pain at 6 months in patients undergoing root canal therapy?
